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Developing Your Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 
A Guide for Construction Sites 

Who? 
Construction site operators (generally, the person who has operational control over construction plans and/or 

the person who has day-to-day supervision and control of activities occurring at the construction site) 

Where? 
Construction sites required to comply with stormwater discharge requirements 

What? 
A guide to help you develop a good Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) 

Why? 
Stormwater runoff from construction sites can cause significant harm to our rivers, lakes, and coastal waters 

A SWPPP is required (by your construction general permit) and will help you prevent stormwater pollution 

A SWPPP is more than just a sediment and erosion control plan. 
It describes all the construction site operator’s activities to prevent stormwater contamination, control 

sedimentation and erosion, and comply with the requirements of the Clean Water Act 

 

 

 
Purpose of this Guidance Document 

This course provides guidance to construction site operators that need to prepare a SWPPP in order to 
receive NPDES permit coverage for their stormwater discharges. The Clean Water Act provisions, EPA regulations 
and EPA’s Construction General Permit described in This course contain legally binding requirements. This course 
does not substitute for those provisions, regulations or permit, nor is it a regulation or permit itself. It also does not 
substitute for requirements under State law or construction general permits issued by States. It does not impose 
legally-binding requirements on EPA, States, or the regulated community, and may not apply to a particular situation 
based upon the circumstances. EPA and State decisionmakers retain the discretion to adopt approaches on a case-
by-case basis that differ from this guidance where appropriate. Any decisions regarding a particular 
construction site will be made based on the applicable statutes, regulations and/or permit terms. Therefore, interested 
parties are free to raise questions and objections about the appropriateness of the application of this guidance to 
a particular situation, and EPA—or the applicable NPDES permitting authority—will consider whether or not the 
recommendations or interpretations in the guidance are appropriate in that situation based on the law and regulations. 

This course occasionally uses language describing mandatory requirements for construction site operators 
and those covered by a general permit for stormwater discharges from such sites. This language is generally 
intended to reflect requirements applicable where EPA is the NPDES permitting authority. Although 
requirements in jurisdictions where EPA is not the permitting authority may resemble these requirements, the reader 
should not assume that this guidance accurately describes those requirements. Rather, the reader should consult 
the applicable regulations and any applicable NPDES permit. 
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■ This course serves as a helpful reference guide for construction site operators across the 
country. We have tried to accommodate the wide range of knowledge and experience about 
stormwater pollution prevention that currently exists among operators—from novice to 
expert. 

• If you are relatively new to managing stormwater at a construction site, you will probably 
want to retain this course as a useful guide. 

• If you are very experienced and familiar with the requirements in your state, this course 
may help you brush up on certain requirements or provide you with ideas to improve 
your SWPPP. You might want to review the table of contents and skip around. Be sure to 
take a look at the SWPPP template (Appendix A) to see if you can make improvements in 
the way you develop and maintain your SWPPP. 

 
■ This course is written in a general format and can be used at most construction sites in any 

state, territory, or in Indian country. The course assumes that you will obtain discharge 
authorization under an appropriate National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
construction general permit and use both the permit and this guidance to assist in developing 
your SWPPP. In this course, we make some references to the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Construction General Permit for illustrative purposes. You should always consult 
your applicable NPDES permit for the exact requirements that apply to you. 

 
■ Remember that you are developing your SWPPP for both your use and for review by the 

regulatory agencies responsible for overseeing your stormwater controls. As such, one of your 
goals in developing your SWPPP should be to present the information in a way that clearly 
demonstrates that it meets all the requirements of your NPDES permit. 
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Purchase this course to 
see the remainder of 

the technical materials. 




