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AN ACT 
Relat ing to and regulat ing the pract ice of the profession of engineering, 

including civil engineering, m echanical engineering, elect r ical engineering, 

m ining engineering and chem ical engineering, the profession of land 

surveying and the profession of geology and const ituent  parts and 

com binat ions thereof as herein defi ned;  providing for the licensing and 

regist rat ion of persons pract icing said profession, and the cert ifi cat ion of 

engineers- in- t raining and surveyors- in- t raining, and the suspension and 

revocat ion of said licenses, regist rat ions and cert ifi cat ions for violat ion 

of this act ;  prescribing the powers and dut ies of the State Regist rat ion 

Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors and Geologists, the 

Departm ent  of State and the courts;  prescribing penalt ies;  and repealing 

exist ing laws. 

(Tit le am ended Dec. 16, 1992, P.L.1151, No.151)
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        The General Assem bly of the Com m onwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby enacts as follows:

Sect ion 1 . Short  Tit le .
This act  shall be known and m ay be cited as the “Engineer, Land Surveyor 

and Geologist  Regist rat ion Law.”

(1 am ended Dec. 16, 1992, P.L.1151, No.151)

Sect ion 2 . Defi nit ions.
As used in this act

(a) (1)  “Pract ice of Engineering”  shall m ean the applicat ion 

of the m athem at ical and physical sciences for the design 

of public or pr ivate buildings, st ructures, m achines, 

equipm ent , processes, works or engineering system s, and 

the consultat ion, invest igat ion, evaluat ion, engineering 

surveys, const ruct ion m anagem ent , planning and 

inspect ion in connect ion therewith, the perform ance of the 

foregoing acts and services being prohibited to persons who 

are not  licensed under this act  as professional engineers 

unless exem pt  under other provisions of this act .

(2)  The term  “Pract ice of Engineering”  shall also m ean and 

include related acts and services that  m ay be perform ed 

by other qualifi ed persons, including but  not  lim ited to, 

m unicipal planning, incidental landscape architecture, 

teaching, const ruct ion, m aintenance and research but  

licensure under this act  to engage in or perform  any such 

related acts and services shall not  be required.

(3)  The foregoing shall not  be deem ed to include the pract ice 

of architecture as such, for which separate regist rat ion is 

required under the provisions of the act  of July 12, 1919 

(P.L.933, No.369) , ent it led “An act  to regulate the pract ice 

of architecture in the Com m onwealth of Pennsylvania by 

providing for the exam inat ion and regist rat ion of architects 

by a State Board of Exam iners;  defi ning the power and 

dut ies of said board of exam iners;  and providing penalt ies 

for the violat ion of this act ,”  except ing only architectural 

work incidental to the “pract ice of engineering.”

(4)  The “Pract ice of Engineering”  shall not  preclude the 

pract ice of the sciences which shall include but  not  be 

lim ited to:  soil science, geology, physics and chem ist ry.

( (a)  am ended Dec. 19, 1990, P.L.782, No.192)

(b)  “I nspect ion”  shall m ean the acts and services perform ed in the 

pract ice of engineering during the const ruct ion, developm ent , 

product ion or funct ioning of the things designed:  Provided, That  

perform ance of such acts and services shall not  be const rued
 



4

as a guarantee of sat isfactory perform ance by others, or an 

assum pt ion of fi nancial liabilit y for defects or defi ciencies in the 

work of others.

(c)  “Engineer- in- Training”  m eans a candidate for licensure as a 

professional engineer, who has been granted a cert ifi cate as an 

engineer- in- t raining after successfully passing the prescribed 

writ ten exam inat ion in fundam ental engineering subjects, 

and who shall be eligible upon the com plet ion of the requisite 

years of experience in engineering, under the supervision of a 

professional engineer, or sim ilar ly qualifi ed engineer, for the fi nal 

exam inat ion prescribed for licensure as a professional engineer.

(d)  “Pract ice of Land Surveying”  m eans the pract ice of that  branch 

of the profession of engineering which involves the locat ion, 

relocat ion, establishm ent , reestablishm ent  or ret racem ent  of 

any property line or boundary of any parcel of land or any road 

r ight-of-way, easem ent  or alignm ent ;  the use of pr inciples of land 

surveying, determ inat ion of the posit ion of any m onum ent  or 

reference point  which m arks a property line boundary, or corner 

set t ing, reset t ing or replacing any such m onum ent  or individual 

point  including the writ ing of deed descript ions;  procuring or 

offer ing to procure land surveying work for him self or others;  

m anaging or conduct ing as m anagers, proprietors or agent  any 

place of business from  which land surveying work is solicited, 

perform ed, or pract iced;  the perform ance of the foregoing acts 

and services being prohibited to persons who are not  granted 

cert ifi cates of regist rat ion under this act  as a professional land 

surveyor unless exem pt  under other provisions of this act . 

( (d)  am ended Dec. 13, 1979, P.L.534, No.120)

(e)  “Professional Engineer”  m eans an individual licensed and 

registered under the laws of this Com m onwealth to engage in 

the pract ice of engineering. A professional engineer m ay not  

pract ice land surveying unless licensed and registered as a 

professional land surveyor as defi ned and set  forth in this act ;  

however, a professional engineer m ay perform  engineering land 

surveys. 

( (e)  am ended Dec. 13, 1979, P.L.534, No.120)

( f )  “Professional Land Surveyor”  m eans an individual licensed 

and registered under the laws of this Com m onwealth to engage 

in the pract ice of land surveying. A professional land surveyor 

m ay perform  engineering land surveys but  m ay not  pract ice any 

other branch of engineering. 

( ( f)  am ended Dec. 13, 1979, P.L.534, No.120)

(g)  “Board”  m eans The State Regist rat ion Board for Professional 

Engineers, Land Surveyors and Geologists. 

( (g)  am ended Dec. 16, 1992, P.L.1151, No.151)
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(h)  “Departm ent”  m eans the Departm ent  of State.

( i)  “Responsible Charge”  m eans a posit ion that  requires init iat ive, 

skill and independent  judgm ent , and im plies such degree of 

com petence and accountabilit y gained by technical educat ion 

and experience of a grade and character as is suffi cient  to qualify 

an individual to personally and independent ly engage in and be 

ent rusted with the work involved in the pract ice of engineering 

or land surveying. This term  does not  include posit ions which 

require rout ine perform ance of subprofessional work such as 

auxiliary survey personnel (unless act ing as chief of party)  and 

draft ing personnel. 

( ( i)  am ended Dec. 13, 1979, P.L.534, No.120)

( j )  “Engineering Land Surveys”  m eans surveys for:  

( i)  the developm ent  of any t ract  of land including the incidental 

design of related im provem ents, such as line and grade 

extension of roads, sewers and grading but  not  requir ing 

independent  engineering judgm ent :  Provided, however, 

That  t ract  perim eter surveys shall be the funct ion of the 

Professional Land Surveyor;  

( ii)  the determ inat ion of the confi gurat ion or contour of the 

earth’s surface, or the posit ion of fi xed objects thereon or 

related thereto by m eans of m easuring lines and angles and 

applying the pr inciples of m athem at ics, photogram m etry 

or other m easurem ent  m ethods;  

( iii)  geodet ic survey, underground survey and hydrographic 

survey;  

( iv)  storm  water m anagem ent  surveys and sedim entat ion and 

erosion cont rol surveys;  

(v)  the determ inat ion of the quant it ies of m aterials;  

(vi)  tests for water percolat ion in soils;  and 

(vii)  the preparat ion of plans and specifi cat ions and est im ates 

of proposed work and at tendant  costs as described in this 

subsect ion.

( ( j )  am ended Dec. 19, 1990, P.L.782, No.192)

(k)  “Em ploye”  m eans an individual who is on payroll and for whom  

taxes are withheld and Social Security is withheld and m atched.

( (k)  added Dec. 19, 1990, P.L.782, No.192)

( l)  “Surveyor- in- Training”  m eans a candidate for licensure as a 

professional land surveyor who has been granted a cert ifi cate as 

a surveyor- in- t raining after successfully passing the prescribed 

writ ten exam inat ion in fundam ental land surveying subjects 

and who shall be eligible, upon the com plet ion of the requisite 

years of experience in land surveying, under the supervision of 
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a professional land surveyor or sim ilar ly qualifi ed surveyor, for 

the fi nal exam inat ion prescribed for licensure as a professional 

land surveyor. 

( ( l)  added Dec. 19, 1990, P.L.782, No.192)

(m )  “Geology”  m eans the science which t reats the Earth in general, 

the study of the physical Earth, the invest igat ion of the Earth’s 

crust  and the rocks and other m inerals which com pose it  and 

the applied science of ut ilizing knowledge of the Earth and its 

const ituent  rocks, m inerals, liquids, gases and other m aterials 

for the benefi t  of m ankind. 

( (m )  added Dec. 16, 1992, P.L.1151, No.151)

(n)  “Pract ice of geology”  m eans the pract ice or the offer to 

pract ice geology for others for a fee, including, but  not  lim ited 

to, describing the natural processes act ing on earth m aterials, 

gases or fl uids, predict ing the probable occurrence of natural 

resources, predict ing and locat ing natural or m an- induced 

phenom ena which m ay be useful or hazardous to m ankind and 

recognizing, determ ining and evaluat ing geologic factors. The 

term  shall also include the perform ance of geological service or 

work, consultat ion, invest igat ion, evaluat ion, planning, m apping 

and inspect ion of geological work required in im plem ent ing 

the provisions of any Federal or State law or regulat ion or the 

provisions of any ordinance, code, rule or perm it  required by any 

local polit ical subdivision. The term  shall not  include the pract ice 

of engineering, land surveying or landscape architecture for 

which separate licensure is required. 

( (n)  added Dec. 16, 1992, P.L.1151, No.151)

(o)  “Act ivity”  shall m ean any qualifying act ivity with a clear 

purpose and object ive which will m aintain, im prove or expand 

the skills and knowledge relevant  to a licensee’s professional 

pract ice. 

( (o)  added May 12, 2010, P.L.192, No.25)

(p)  “College or Unit  Sem ester Hour”  or “College or Unit  Quarter  
Hour”  shall m ean credit  for courses in program s approved by 

the Accreditat ion Board of Engineering and Technology or the 

Nat ional Associat ion of State Boards of Geology or other related 

college courses. 

( (p)  added May 12, 2010, P.L.192, No.25)

(q)  “Cont inuing Educat ion Unit”  shall m ean a unit  of credit  

custom arily used for cont inuing educat ion courses. 

( (q)  added May 12, 2010, P.L.192, No.25)
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( r)  “Course”  shall m ean any qualifying course with a clear purpose 

and object ive which will m aintain, im prove or expand the skills 

and knowledge relevant  to a licensee’s professional pract ice. 

( ( r)  added May 12, 2010, P.L.192, No.25)

(s)  “Geologist - in- t ra ining”  m eans a candidate for licensure as 

a professional geologist  who has been granted a cert ifi cate as 

a geologist- in- t raining after successfully passing the required 

writ ten exam inat ion in fundam ental geology subjects and who 

shall be eligible, upon com plet ion of the requisite years of 

experience in geology under the supervision of a professional or 

sim ilar ly qualifi ed geologist , for the fi nal exam inat ion prescribed 

for licensure as a professional geologist . 

( (s)  added May 12, 2010, P.L.192, No.25)

( t )  “Professional Developm ent  Hour”  or “PDH”  shall m ean fi fty 

m inutes of inst ruct ion or presentat ion relevant  to professional 

pract ice or any equivalent . 

( ( t )  added May 12, 2010, P.L.192, No.25)

(2 am ended Nov. 24, 1967, P.L.548, No.270)

 

Com piler ’s Note: Sect ion 6 of Act  25 of 2010, which am ended subsecs. 

(o) , (p) , (q) , ( r) , (s)  and ( t ) , provided that  the State Regist rat ion 

Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors and Geologists shall 

prom ulgate regulat ions necessary to im plem ent  Act  25 within 18 m onths 

of the effect ive date of sect ion 6.

Sect ion 3 . Pract ice of Engineering, Land Surveying or 
Geology W ithout  Licensure and Regist rat ion 
Prohibited.

(a)  I n order to safeguard life, health or property and to prom ote the 

general welfare, it  is unlawful for any person to pract ice or to 

offer to pract ice engineering in this Com m onwealth, unless he 

is licensed and registered under the laws of this Com m onwealth 

as a professional engineer, for any person to pract ice or to offer 

to pract ice land surveying, unless he is licensed and registered 

under the laws of this Com m onwealth as a professional land 

surveyor or for any person to pract ice or to offer to pract ice 

geology unless he is licensed and registered under the laws 

of this Com m onwealth as a professional geologist . I ndividuals 

licensed as professional engineers, professional land surveyors 

or registered landscape architects m ay perform  geological work 

which is incidental to their  engineering, surveying or landscape 

architecture without  being licensed as a professional geologist .

(b)  A person shall be const rued to pract ice or offer to pract ice 

engineering, land surveying or geology who pract ices any branch 

of the profession of engineering, land surveying or geology;  or 
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who, by verbal claim , sign, advert isem ent , let terhead, card, or 

in any other way represents him self to be an engineer, land 

surveyor or geologist , or through the use of som e other t it le 

im plies that  he is an engineer, land surveyor or geologist  or 

that  he is registered under this act ;  or who holds him self out  

as able to perform , or who does perform  any engineering, land 

surveying or geological service or work or any other service 

designated by the pract it ioner or recognized as engineering, 

land surveying or geology.

(3 am ended Dec. 16, 1992, P.L.1151, No.151)

Sect ion 4 . General Pow ers of Board.
The board shall have power

(a)  Approval of Engineering, Surveying and Geology Curr icula.

 To invest igate and to approve or disapprove engineering, 

surveying and geology curr icula of this State, and other states, 

terr itor ies and count r ies for the educat ion of students desir ing 

to be licensed to engage in the pract ice of engineering, land 

surveying or geology, and to revoke or suspend approvals where 

they are no longer deem ed proper.

(b)  Licensing Professional Engineers, Professional Land Surveyors 

and Professional Geologists.

 To provide for and to regulate the licensing, and to license to 

engage in the pract ice of engineering, land surveying or geology 

any person of good m oral character and repute who speaks and 

writes the English language, if such person either

(1)  Holds an unexpired license or cert ifi cate of regist rat ion 

issued to him  by proper authority of som e other state, 

foreign count ry or terr itory of the United States in which 

the requirem ents and qualifi cat ions to engage in the 

pract ice of engineering, land surveying or geology were at  

the t im e of the init ial issuance of such license or cert ifi cate 

of regist rat ion at  least  equal to the exist ing standards of 

this Com m onwealth:  Provided, however, That  such other 

state, terr itory or foreign count ry shall sim ilar ly license or 

register professional engineers, professional land surveyors 

or professional geologists licensed and registered in this 

Com m onwealth. A person m ay be licensed under this 

subsect ion without  exam inat ion.

(2)  I n relat ion to engineers and surveyors, holds a cert ifi cate of 

qualifi cat ions issued by the Nat ional Bureau of Engineering 

Regist rat ion of the Nat ional Council of Exam iners for 

Engineering and Surveying:  Provided, The requirem ents 

and qualifi cat ions of said bodies to engage in the pract ice 

of engineering or land surveying are at  least  equal to 
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the standards of this Com m onwealth. A person m ay be 

licensed under this subsect ion without  exam inat ion.

 I n carrying into effect  clauses (1)  and (2)  of subsect ion 

(b)  of this sect ion in relat ion to engineers and surveyors 

the board m ay in its discret ion enter into agreem ents 

for reciprocity with the Nat ional Council of Exam iners for 

Engineering and Surveying and with states under such 

rules and regulat ions as the board m ay prescribe.

(3)  Com plies with the educat ion and experience cr iter ia and 

successfully com pletes the two-exam inat ion process for 

licensing as a professional engineer, as set  forth in sect ion 

4.2, or as a professional land surveyor, as set  forth in 

sect ion 4.3 or the exam inat ion process for licensing as a 

professional geologist  as set  forth in sect ion 4.4.

(c)  I nvest igat ions of Applicat ions;  Determ inat ion of Com petency of 

Applicants.

 To invest igate the allegat ions contained in any applicat ion for 

licensure or cert ifi cat ion under this act  in order to determ ine 

the t ruth of such allegat ions and to determ ine the com petency 

of any person applying for licensure to assum e responsible 

charge of the work involved in the pract ice of engineering, land 

surveying or geology, such com petency to be determ ined by 

the grade and character of the engineering work, the grade and 

character of the land surveying work or the grade and character 

of geologic work actually perform ed. I n relat ion to engineers and 

surveyors, the m ere execut ion as a cont ractor of work designed 

by a professional engineer, or the supervision of the const ruct ion 

of such work as a forem an or superintendent , or the operat ion or 

m aintenance of m achinery or equipm ent , or work perform ed as 

a salesm an of engineering equipm ent  or apparatus, shall not  be 

deem ed to be act ive pract ice in engineering, unless such work 

has involved the actual pract ice of engineering. Engineering 

and land surveying work, perform ed under the supervision of 

a professional engineer or land surveyor, respect ively, shall be 

given full credit . Whenever the board determ ines otherwise 

than by exam inat ion, that  an applicant  has not  produced 

suffi cient  evidence to show that  he is com petent  to be placed 

in responsible charge and shall refuse to exam ine or to license 

such applicant , it  shall set  forth in writ ing its fi ndings and the 

reasons for its conclusions and furnish a copy thereof to the 

applicant .

(d)  Exam inat ions;  Fees.

 To prescribe the subjects, m anner, t im e and place of exam inat ions 

for licenses as professional engineers, professional land surveyors 

and professional geologists and for cert ifi cates for engineers- in-

t raining, geologists- in- t raining and surveyors- in- t raining, and 
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the fi ling of applicat ions for such exam inat ions, and to prepare 

or provide for the preparat ion of such exam inat ions, conduct  or 

provide for the conduct  of such exam inat ions, to m ake writ ten 

reports of such exam inat ions, which reports shall be preserved 

for a period of not  less than three years, to collect  such fees 

for such exam inat ions, and for licenses and cert ifi cates issued 

without  exam inat ion, as m ay be fi xed according to law, and to 

issue licenses and cert ifi cates to such persons as successfully 

pass such exam inat ions. 

( (d)  am ended May 12, 2010, P.L.192, No.25)

(e)  Biennial Regist rat ions;  Fees.

 To provide for, regulate and require all persons licensed in 

accordance with the provisions of this act  and all persons licensed 

and registered under pr ior laws of this Com m onwealth, relat ing 

to the licensing of professional engineers and professional land 

surveyors, to register biennially with the board, to prescribe 

the form  of such regist rat ion, after consultat ion with the 

Com m issioner of Professional and Occupat ional Affairs and 

the paym ent  of such biennial regist rat ion fee, as shall be fi xed 

according to law, to issue biennial regist rat ion to such persons 

and to suspend or revoke the license or regist rat ion of such 

persons as fail,  refuse or neglect  to so register, or pay such 

fee within such t im e as the board shall prescribe by its rules 

and regulat ions, and to reinstate licenses and regist rat ions 

of persons who shall thereafter pay such regist rat ion fees in 

accordance with the rules and regulat ions of the board.

( f )  Roster of Regist rants.

 To keep a roster showing the nam es and addresses of 

professional engineers, professional land surveyors and 

professional geologists licensed under this act , and under 

pr ior laws, and registered by the board, which roster shall be 

published in booklet  form  by the board following each biennial 

renewal. Copies of the roster shall be furnished upon request  

to each registered or cert ifi ed person and m ay be furnished to 

other persons upon such term s as the board shall prescribe:  

Provided, however, That  copies of the roster shall be furnished 

to the Planning Com m ission and the prothonotary of each county 

in the Com m onwealth.

(g)  Suspension and Revocat ion of Licenses;  Regist rat ions and 

Cert ifi cates;  Reinstatem ents.

 To suspend or revoke the license and regist rat ion of any 

professional engineer, professional land surveyor or professional 

geologist  or the cert ifi cate of any engineer- in- t raining, geologist-

in- t raining or surveyor- in- t raining, who is found guilty by the 

board, by a m ajority vote of all it s m em bers, of the pract ice 
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of any fraud, deceit  or m isrepresentat ion in obtaining his 

license, cert ifi cat ion or regist rat ion, or of gross negligence, 

incom petency or m isconduct  in the pract ice of engineering, in 

the pract ice of land surveying or in the pract ice of geology, or of 

violat ion of the code of ethics of the engineering profession, and 

to reinstate suspended licenses, regist rat ions and cert ifi cates 

in any cases where a m ajority of all the m em bers of the 

board shall determ ine the sam e to be just  and proper. Unless 

ordered to do so by a court , the board shall not  reinstate the 

license, cert ifi cate or regist rat ion of a person to pract ice as a 

professional engineer, professional land surveyor, professional 

geologist  or an engineer- in- t raining, geologist- in- t raining or a 

surveyor- in- t raining which has been revoked, and such person 

shall be required to apply for a license, cert ifi cate or regist rat ion 

after a period of fi ve years in accordance with sect ion 2 if he 

desires to pract ice at  any t im e after such revocat ion. The board 

shall require a person whose license or regist rat ion has been 

suspended or revoked to return the license or regist rat ion in 

such m anner as the board directs. Failure to do so shall be a 

m isdem eanor of the third degree. Misconduct  in the pract ice of 

engineering, land surveying or geology shall include, but  not  be 

lim ited to convict ion for a cr im inal offense such as extort ion, 

br ibery or fraud or ent ry of a plea of nolo contendere to a charge 

thereof for conduct  relat ing to the pract ice of engineering, land 

surveying or geology, or has violated any provision of this act  or 

any regulat ion prom ulgated by the board. For the purposes of 

this subsect ion, the code of ethics is as follows:  

( (g)  int ro. par. am ended May 12, 2010, P.L.192, No.25)

 I t  shall be considered unprofessional and inconsistent  with 

honorable and dignifi ed bearing for any professional engineer, 

professional land surveyor or professional geologist :

(1)  To act  for his client  or em ployer in professional m at ters 

otherwise than as a faithful agent  or t rustee, or to accept  

any rem unerat ion other than his stated recom pense for 

services rendered.

(2)  To at tem pt  to injure falsely or m aliciously, direct ly or 

indirect ly, the professional reputat ion, prospects or 

business of anyone.

(3)  To at tem pt  to supplant  another engineer, land surveyor or 

geologist  after defi nite steps have been taken toward his 

em ploym ent .

(4)  To com pete with another engineer, land surveyor or 

geologist  for em ploym ent  by the use of unethical pract ices.

(5)  To review the work of another engineer, land surveyor or 

geologist  for the sam e client , except  with the knowledge 
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of such engineer, land surveyor or geologist , or unless the 

connect ion of such engineer, land surveyor or geologist  

with the work has term inated.

(6)  To at tem pt  to obtain or render technical services or assistance 

without  fair  and just  com pensat ion com m ensurate with the 

services rendered:  Provided, however, the donat ion of such 

services to a civic, charitable, religious or eleem osynary 

organizat ion shall not  be deem ed a violat ion.

(7)  To advert ise in self- laudatory language, or in any other 

m anner, derogatory to the dignity of the profession.

(8)  To at tem pt  to pract ice in any fi eld of engineering, land 

surveying or geology in which the regist rant  is not  

profi cient .

(9)  To use or perm it  the use of his professional seal on work 

over which he was not  in responsible charge.

(10)  To aid or abet  any person in the pract ice of engineering, 

land surveying or geology not  in accordance with the 

provision of this act  or pr ior laws.

 The board shall appoint , with the approval of the Governor, such 

hearing exam iners as shall be necessary to conduct  hearings as 

m ay be required under this subsect ion.

 The board shall have the power to adopt  and prom ulgate rules 

and regulat ions set t ing forth the funct ions, powers, standards 

and dut ies to be followed by the hearing exam iners.

 The hearing exam iners shall have the power to conduct  

hearings in accordance with the regulat ions of the board, and 

to issue subpoenas requir ing the at tendance and test im ony 

of individuals or the product ion of, pert inent  books, records, 

docum ents and papers by persons whom  they believe to have 

inform at ion relevant  to any m at ter pending before the exam iner. 

Such exam iner shall also have the power to adm inister oaths.

 The hearing exam iner shall hear evidence subm it ted and 

argum ents of counsel, if any, with reasonable dispatch, and 

shall prom pt ly record his decision, supported by fi ndings of fact , 

and a copy thereof shall im m ediately be sent  to the board and 

to counsel of record, or the part ies, if not  represented.

 I f applicat ion for review is m ade to the board within twenty days 

from  the date of any decision m ade as a result  of a hearing held 

by a hearing exam iner, the board shall review the evidence, and 

if deem ed advisable by the board, hear argum ent  and addit ional 

evidence. As soon as pract icable, the board shall m ake a decision 

and shall fi le the sam e with its fi nding of the facts on which it  is 

based and send a copy thereof to each of the part ies in dispute.
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(h)  Financial Requirem ents of Board.

(1)  To subm it  annually to the Departm ent  of State an 

est im ate of the fi nancial requirem ents of the board for 

its adm inist rat ive, invest igat ive, legal and m iscellaneous 

expenses.

(2)  To subm it  annually to the House and Senate Appropriat ions 

Com m it tees, fi fteen days after the Governor has subm it ted 

his budget  to the General Assem bly, a copy of the budget  

request  for the upcom ing fi scal year which the board 

previously subm it ted to the departm ent .

( i)  Adm inist rat ion and Enforcem ent  of Laws.

 To adm inister and enforce the laws of the Com m onwealth relat ing 

to the pract ice of engineering, land surveying and geology, 

and to inst ruct  and require its agents to br ing prosecut ions for 

unauthorized and unlawful pract ices.

( j )  Minutes and Records.

 To keep m inutes and records of all it s t ransact ions and 

proceedings. Copies thereof duly cert ifi ed by the secretary of the 

board shall be received in evidence in all courts and elsewhere.

(k)  Mem ber of Nat ional Council of Exam iners for Engineering and 

Surveying;  Dues.

 To becom e a m em ber of the Nat ional Council of Exam iners for 

Engineering and Surveying, and to pay such dues as said council 

shall establish, and to send delegates to the annual m eet ing of 

said council,  and to defray their  expenses.

( l)  Adm inist rat ive Rules and Regulat ions.

 To adopt , prom ulgate and enforce such adm inist rat ive rules 

and regulat ions, not  inconsistent  with this act , as are deem ed 

necessary and proper by the board to carry into effect  the 

powers conferred by this act , which shall include establishing 

requirem ents for cont inuing educat ion to be fulfi lled by 

individuals licensed and registered under this act . The rules and 

regulat ions shall include any fees necessary for the board to 

carry out  its responsibilit ies regarding establishing cont inuing 

educat ion requirem ents. 

( ( l)  am ended Nov. 29, 2006, P.L.1534, No.170)

(m )  Status of Com plaints.

 The board shall subm it  annually a report  to the Professional 

Licensure Com m it tee of the House of Representat ives and to 

the Consum er Protect ion and Professional Licensure Com m it tee 

of the Senate a descript ion of the types of com plaints received, 

status of cases, board act ion which has been taken and the 

length of t im e from  the init ial com plaint  to fi nal board resolut ion.
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(n)  Mem ber of Nat ional Associat ion of State Boards of Geology;  

Dues.

 To becom e a m em ber of the Nat ional Associat ion of State Boards 

of Geology, to pay dues as the associat ion shall establish, to 

send delegates to the annual m eet ing of the associat ion and to 

defray their  expenses. 

( (n)  added May 12, 2010, P.L.192, No.25)

(4 am ended Dec. 16, 1992, P.L.1151, No.151)

Com piler ’s Note: Sect ion 6 of Act  25 of 2010, which am ended subsecs. 

(d)  and (g)  int ro. par. and added subsec. (n) , provided that  the State 

Regist rat ion Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors and 

Geologists shall prom ulgate regulat ions necessary to im plem ent  Act  25 

within 18 m onths of the effect ive date of sect ion 6.

Sect ion 4 .1 . State Regist rat ion Board for  Professional 
Engineers, Land Surveyors and Geologists.

(a)  There is hereby established within the Departm ent  of State 

the State Regist rat ion Board for Professional Engineers, Land 

Surveyors and Geologists. The board shall consist  of the 

Com m issioner of Professional and Occupat ional Affairs, three 

m em bers appointed by the Governor who shall be persons 

represent ing the public at  large and nine m em bers appointed 

by the Governor, fi ve of whom  shall be registered professional 

engineers, two of whom  shall be registered professional land 

surveyors and two of whom  shall be registered professional 

geologists. Any land surveyor appointed to serve on the board 

shall have received the land surveyor license upon the passage 

of the appropriate exam inat ion. Any geologist  licensed under 

sect ion 4.4 of this act  shall be eligible for appointm ent  to the 

board. The professional m em bers of the board shall be so 

selected that  not  m ore than two of them  shall specialize in any 

one of the fi ve m ajor disciplines of engineering:  civil,  m ining 

and m etallurgical, m echanical, elect r ical and chem ical. Each 

m em ber of the board shall be a cit izen of the United States and a 

resident  of this Com m onwealth. Each professional m em ber shall 

have been engaged in the pract ice of the respect ive profession 

for at  least  ten years and shall have been in responsible charge 

of work for at  least  fi ve years. 

( (a)  am ended Nov. 25, 2002, P.L.1113, No.136)

(b)  The term s of m em bers of the board shall be six years, or unt il 

his successor has been appointed and qualifi ed but  not  longer 

than six m onths beyond the six-year period. I n the event  that  

any of said m em bers shall die or resign during his term , his 

successor shall be appointed in the sam e way and with the sam e 



15

qualifi cat ions and shall hold offi ce for the unexpired term . No 

m em ber shall be eligible for appointm ent  to serve m ore than 

two consecut ive full term s.

(c)  Seven m em bers of the board shall const itute a quorum . A 

m em ber m ay not  be counted as part  of a quorum  or vote on any 

issue, other than tem porary and autom at ic suspension, under 

this act  unless he is physically in at tendance at  the m eet ing.

(d)  The board shall select  annually a president  from  am ong its 

m em bers.

(e)  Each m em ber of the board, except  the Com m issioner of 

Professional and Occupat ional Affairs and the Director of 

the Bureau of Consum er Protect ion in the Offi ce of At torney 

General, or his designee, shall receive sixty dollars per diem  

when actually at tending to the work of the board. Mem bers shall 

also receive the am ount  of reasonable t raveling, hotel and other 

necessary expenses incurred in the perform ance of their  dut ies.

( f )  The board is subject  to evaluat ion, review and term inat ion within 

the t im e and in the m anner provided in the act  of Decem ber 22, 

1981 (P.L.508, No.142) , known as the “Sunset  Act .”

(g)  A m em ber of the board who fails to at tend three consecut ive 

m eet ings shall forfeit  his seat  unless the Com m issioner of 

Professional and Occupat ional Affairs, upon writ ten request  from  

the m em ber, fi nds that  the m em ber should be excused from  a 

m eet ing because of illness or the death of a fam ily m em ber.

(h)  A public m em ber who fails to at tend two consecut ive statutor ily 

m andated t raining sem inars in accordance with sect ion 813(e)  

of the act  of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175) , known as “The 

Adm inist rat ive Code of 1929,”  shall forfeit  board m em bership 

unless the Com m issioner of Professional and Occupat ional 

Affairs, upon writ ten request  from  the public m em ber, fi nds that  

the public m em ber should be excused from  a m eet ing because 

of illness or the death of a fam ily m em ber.

(4.1 am ended Dec. 16, 1992, P.L.1151, No.151)

Sect ion 4 .2 . Procedure for  Licensing as Professional Engineer.

(a)  An applicant  for licensure as a professional engineer shall 

sat isfactor ily com plete the engineering fundam entals 

exam inat ion and becom e cert ifi ed as an engineer- in- t raining 

and subsequent ly show evidence of experience sat isfactory to 

the board to prepare him  for the engineering pr inciples and 

pract ice exam inat ion.
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(b) (1)  An applicant  for the engineer- in- t raining cert ifi cate shall 

show sat isfactory evidence of:

( i)  graduat ion from  an approved engineering curr iculum  

of four or m ore years;  or

( ii)  eight  or m ore years of progressive experience in 

engineering work and knowledge, skill and educat ion 

approxim at ing that  at tained through graduat ion from  

an approved engineering curr iculum .

(2)  An engineering student  who has com pleted two or m ore 

years of an approved program  in engineering m ay, subject  

to board approval, sit  for the exam inat ion;  but  such 

student  shall not  be eligible for cert ifi cat ion unt il he shows 

proof of graduat ion.

(3)  An applicant  who sat isfactor ily com pletes the exam inat ion 

in engineering fundam entals shall be cert ifi ed as an 

engineer- in- t raining without  t im e lim itat ion and m ay 

rem ain cert ifi ed unt il such t im e as he becom es licensed 

under this act  as a professional engineer.

(c)  An applicant  who is a cert ifi ed engineer- in- t raining m ay apply 

for licensure and shall pass the exam inat ion in engineering 

pr inciples and pract ice. To qualify for the pr inciples and pract ice 

exam inat ion, an applicant  shall,  in addit ion to holding the 

engineer- in- t raining cert ifi cate, show sat isfactory proof of:

(1)  four or m ore years of progressive experience in 

engineering work perform ed after the issuance of the 

engineer- in- t raining cert ifi cate and under the supervision 

of a professional engineer or a sim ilar ly qualifi ed engineer 

of a grade and character to fi t  him  to assum e responsible 

charge of the work involved in the pract ice of engineering;  

or

(2)  four or m ore years of progressive teaching experience 

in an approved curr iculum  under the supervision of a 

professional engineer or a sim ilar ly qualifi ed engineer of a 

grade or character to fi t  him  to assum e responsible charge 

of the work involved in the pract ice of engineering.

(d)  The board m ay grant  one year of experience credit  for each 

postbaccalaureate engineering degree earned by applicants for 

licensure, not  to exceed two years, provided that :

(1)  the degree is from  an engineering program  approved by 

the board;

(2)  the degree is in the sam e discipline as an earned 

undergraduate degree;  and
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(3)  the academ ic t im e is not  concurrent  with earned 

experience.

( (d)added Nov. 27, 2003, P.L.320, No.35)

Com piler ’s Note: Sect ion 14 of Act  192 of 1990, which added sect ion 

4.2, provided that  sect ions 4.2 and 4.3  shall not  apply to any person 

who com pletes the educat ional requirem ents by June 30, 1994, for 

licensure as a professional engineer or professional land surveyor 

as those requirem ents existed on the day pr ior to the effect ive date 

of Act  192. Sect ions 4.2 and 4.3 shall not  apply to any person who 

begins the experience requirem ents pr ior to the effect ive date of this 

act  for licensure as a professional engineer or land surveyor as those 

requirem ents existed on the day pr ior to the effect ive date of Act  192. 

Such persons to whom  sect ions 4.2 and 4.3 do not  apply shall com ply 

with the educat ion and experience requirem ents as they existed on the 

day pr ior to the effect ive date of Act  192.

Sect ion 4 .3 . Procedure for  Licensing as Professional Land 
Surveyor.

(a)  An applicant  for licensure as a professional land surveyor shall 

sat isfactor ily com plete the surveying fundam entals exam inat ion 

and becom e cert ifi ed as a surveyor- in- t raining and subsequent ly 

show evidence of experience sat isfactory to the board to prepare 

for the land surveying pr inciples and pract ice exam inat ion.

(b)  (1)  An applicant  for the surveyor- in- t raining cert ifi cate shall 

show sat isfactory evidence of:

( i)  graduat ion from  an approved civil engineering 

curr iculum  of at  least  four years, including no less 

than ten credit  hours inst ruct ion in surveying;

( ii)  six or m ore years of progressive experience in 

surveying and knowledge, skill and educat ion deem ed 

equivalent , in accordance with board regulat ion, 

to graduat ion from  an approved curr iculum  in land 

surveying or civil engineering;  or

( iii)  an associate’s degree in an approved surveying 

technology curr iculum .

( (1)  carr ied without  am endm ent  Nov. 25, 2002, P.L.1113, 

No.136)

(2)  An applicant  who sat isfactor ily com pletes the fundam entals 

exam inat ion shall be cert ifi ed as a surveyor- in- t raining 

without  t im e lim itat ion and m ay rem ain cert ifi ed unt il 

such t im e as he becom es licensed under this act  as a 

professional land surveyor.
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(3)  An applicant  shall show diversifi cat ion of fi eld and offi ce 

experience, with at  least  twenty-fi ve per cent  of his 

experience in each.

(4)  An applicant  who is a surveying student  who has 

com pleted two or m ore years of an approved curr iculum  

m ay, subject  to board approval, sit  for the exam inat ion, 

but  such student  shall not  be eligible for cert ifi cat ion unt il 

that  student  shows proof of graduat ion. 

( (4)  added Nov. 25, 2002, P.L.1113, No.136)

(c)  Each applicant  for licensure shall be cert ifi ed as a surveyor-

in- t raining and shall pass an exam inat ion in land surveying 

pr inciples and pract ice. To qualify for the pr inciples and pract ice 

exam inat ion, the applicant  shall dem onst rate:

(1)  Four or m ore years of progressive experience in land 

surveying work perform ed after the issuance of the 

surveyor- in- t raining cert ifi cate and under the supervision 

of a professional land surveyor or a sim ilar ly qualifi ed 

surveyor of a grade or character to fi t  him  to assum e 

responsible charge of the work involved in the pract ice of 

land surveying.

(2)  Four or m ore years of progressive teaching experience 

in an approved curr iculum  under the supervision of a 

professional land surveyor or a sim ilar ly qualifi ed surveyor 

of a grade and character to fi t  him  to assum e responsible 

charge of the work involved in the pract ice of land 

surveying.

(4.3 added Dec. 19, 1990, P.L.782, No.192)

Com piler ’s Note: Sect ion 14 of Act  192 of 1990, which added sect ion 

4.3, provided that  sect ions 4.2 and 4.3  shall not  apply to any person 

who com pletes the educat ional requirem ents by June 30, 1994, for 

licensure as a professional engineer or professional land surveyor 

as those requirem ents existed on the day pr ior to the effect ive date 

of Act  192. Sect ions 4.2 and 4.3 shall not  apply to any person who 

begins the experience requirem ents pr ior to the effect ive date of this 

act  for licensure as a professional engineer or land surveyor as those 

requirem ents existed on the day pr ior to the effect ive date of Act  192. 

Such persons to whom  sect ions 4.2 and 4.3 do not  apply shall com ply 

with the educat ion and experience requirem ents as they existed on the 

day pr ior to the effect ive date of Act  192.

Sect ion 4 .4 . Procedure for  Licensing as Professional Geologist .
(a)  An applicant  for licensure as a professional geologist  shall 

sat isfactor ily com plete the fundam entals of geology exam inat ion
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 and provide the board with sat isfactory evidence of experience 

that  would have prepared the applicant  for the pract ice of 

geology. 

( (a)  am ended May 12, 2010, P.L.192, No.25)

(b)  An applicant  shall be qualifi ed to be licensed after subm ission of 

proof sat isfactory to the board that  the applicant :

(1)  I s of good m oral character.

(2)  Has graduated from  an accredited inst itut ion of 

higher learning with a m ajor in geology, geophysics, 

geochem ist ry or engineering geology with a m inim um  

of thir ty sem ester or forty-fi ve quarter hours in geology, 

geophysics, geochem ist ry, engineering geology or their  

subdivisions;  or com plet ion of thir ty sem ester or forty-

fi ve quarter hours or an equivalent  am ount  of geological 

educat ion from  inst itut ions which do not  grant  sem ester 

or quarter hours in geological science courses leading to a 

m ajor in geology, of which at  least  twenty- four sem ester 

hours or an equivalent  am ount  are in third or fourth year 

or graduate courses.

(3)  Has com pleted at  least  fi ve years of professional geological 

work, which shall include either a m inim um  of three years 

of professional geological work under the supervision of 

a licensed professional geologist  or a m inim um  of fi ve 

years experience in a responsible posit ion in professional 

geological work. Professional geological work perform ed 

prior to the effect ive date of this sect ion shall sat isfy the 

requirem ent  of this clause if it  is perform ed under the 

supervision of either a licensed professional geologist  or a 

qualifi ed geologist  who was not  licensed. For purposes of 

this clause, professional geological work does not  include 

rout ine sam pling, laboratory work or geological draft ing. 

Credit  for graduate study m ay not  exceed a total of two 

years toward m eet ing the required num ber of years of 

professional geological work.

(4)  Has passed any exam inat ion adopted by the board.

(5)  Has paid all appropriate fees in the am ount  determ ined by 

the board by regulat ion.

(c) (1)  An applicant  for the geologist- in- t raining cert ifi cate shall 

provide sat isfactory evidence of graduat ion from  an 

approved geology curr iculum  of four or m ore years.

(2)  A geology student  that  has com pleted two or m ore 

years of an approved program  in geology m ay sit  for the 

fundam entals of geology exam inat ion if approved by the 
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board but  m ay not  be cert ifi ed unt il proof of graduat ion is 

subm it ted to the board.

( (c)  added May 12, 2010, P.L.192, No.25)

(d)  Upon graduat ion an applicant  that  has sat isfactor ily com pleted 

the fundam entals of geology exam inat ion shall be cert ifi ed as a 

geologist- in- t raining and m ay retain that  cert ifi cat ion unt il the 

applicant  becom es licensed as a professional geologist . 

( (d)  added May 12, 2010, P.L.192, No.25)

(4.4 added Dec. 16, 1992, P.L.1151, No.151)

 

Com piler ’s Note: Sect ion 6 of Act  25 of 2010, which am ended subsec. 

(a)  and added subsecs. (c)  and (d) , provided that  the State Regist rat ion 

Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors and Geologists shall 

prom ulgate regulat ions necessary to im plem ent  Act  25 within 18 m onths 

of the effect ive date of sect ion 6.

Sect ion 4 .5 . Cont inuing Professional Com petency 
Requirem ents.

(a)  I n order to help safeguard life, health and property and 

to prom ote the public welfare, the pract ice of professional 

engineering, professional land surveying and professional 

geology in this Com m onwealth requires cont inuing professional 

com petency.

(b)  Except  as otherwise provided under subsect ion (g) , each 

licensee shall be required to m eet  the cont inuing professional 

com petency requirem ents of this sect ion as a condit ion for 

licensure renewal. Cont inuing professional com petency obtained 

by a licensee should m aintain, im prove or expand skills and 

knowledge obtained prior to init ial licensure, including law and 

ethics applicable to the profession, or develop new and relevant  

skills and knowledge. No credit  shall be given for a course in 

pract ice building or offi ce m anagem ent . 

( (b)  am ended Apr. 12, 2012, P.L.225, No.24)

(c)  Each licensee shall be required to obtain twenty- four PDH units 

during the biennial renewal period. I f a licensee exceeds the 

requirem ent  in any renewal period, a m axim um  of twelve PDH 

units m ay be carr ied forward into the subsequent  renewal 

period. PDH units m ay be earned as follows:

(1)  Successful com plet ion of college courses relevant  to 

professional pract ice.

(2)  Com plet ion of cont inuing educat ion courses relevant  to 

professional pract ice.
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(3)  Com plet ion of correspondence, televised, videotaped and 

other short  courses or tutor ials relevant  to professional 

pract ice.

(4)  Com plet ion of sem inars, em ployer-sponsored courses, 

workshops or professional or technical presentat ions 

m ade at  m eet ings, convent ions or conferences relevant  to 

professional pract ice.

(5)  Teaching, present ing or inst ruct ing in any of the act ivit ies 

listed in clauses (1) , (2) , (3)  and (4) .

(6)  Authoring published papers, art icles or books relevant  to 

professional pract ice.

(7)  Obtaining patents relevant  to professional pract ice.

(d) (1)  Except  as provided in clause (2) , units of other types of 

credit  shall be converted to PDH units as follows:

( i)  One college or unit  sem ester hour shall equal forty-

fi ve PDH units.

( ii)  One college or unit  quarter hour shall equal thir ty 

PDH units.

( iii)  One cont inuing educat ion unit  shall equal ten PDH 

units.

( iv)  One hour of professional developm ent  in course work, 

sem inars or professional, technical presentat ions 

m ade at  m eet ings, em ployer-sponsored courses, 

convent ions or conferences shall equal one PDH unit .

(v)  Each published paper, art icle or book shall equal ten 

PDH units.

(vi)  Each patent  obtained shall equal ten PDH units.

(2)  Teaching any of the act ivit ies listed in clause (1) ( i) , ( ii) ,  

( iii)  and ( iv)  shall equal double the am ount  of PDH units 

provided for in those subclauses. Teaching credit  shall be 

awarded for teaching a course or sem inar but  shall not  be 

awarded to full- t im e faculty m em bers in the perform ance 

of their  dut ies at  their  em ploying inst itut ions.

(e)  The board shall not  require courses to be preapproved. The 

board m ay preapprove course providers. The board shall have 

fi nal authority regarding approval of courses, credit , PDH 

value for courses and other m ethods of earning credit . Credit  

determ inat ion for act ivit ies listed in subsect ion (d) (1) (v)  

and (vi)  shall be the responsibilit y of the licensee. The board 

shall accept  credits earned in other jur isdict ions if the act ivity 

otherwise com plies with this sect ion.
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( f )  The licensee shall be responsible for m aintaining records to be 

used to support  credits claim ed. Required records shall include 

all of the following:

(1)  A log showing the type of act ivity claim ed, sponsoring 

organizat ion, locat ion, durat ion, inst ructor ’s or speaker ’s 

nam e and PDH credits earned.

(2)  At tendance verifi cat ion records in the form  of com plet ion 

cert ifi cates or other docum ents support ing evidence of 

at tendance.

(g) (1)  A licensee m ay request  exem pt ion from  the requirem ents 

of this sect ion for any of the following reasons and to the 

extent  specifi ed in this subsect ion:

( i)  A licensee serving on tem porary act ive duty in the 

arm ed forces of the United States for a period of t im e 

exceeding one hundred twenty consecut ive days in a 

year shall be exem pt  from  obtaining the professional 

developm ent  hours required during that  year.

( ii)  A licensee experiencing physical disabilit y, illness or 

other extenuat ing circum stances as reviewed and 

approved by the board m ay be exem pt . Support ing 

docum entat ion m ust  be furnished to the board.

( iii)  A licensee who lists his occupat ion as ret ired on the 

board-approved renewal form  and cert ifi es to the 

board that  he no longer engages in the pract ice of 

his licensed profession shall be exem pt  from  the 

requirem ent  set  forth in subsect ion (a) , and the 

board shall issue him  a ret ired-status license. I f the 

licensee intends to return to act ive pract ice, then the 

licensee m ust  com plete the num ber of professional 

developm ent  hours required for each year exem pted, 

not  to exceed the annual requirem ent  for two years. 

An individual who holds a ret ired-status license shall 

hold him self out  to others as a ret ired licensee, which 

includes using this designat ion in advert ising and 

signatures.

(2)  An individual applying for init ial licensure and regist rat ion 

shall be exem pt  from  the requirem ent  set  forth in subsect ion 

(a)  for the licensure period im m ediately following init ial 

licensure and regist rat ion.

( (g)  am ended Apr. 12, 2012, P.L.225, No.24)
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(h)  As part  of the process to react ivate a license, a licensee 

m ust  obtain all delinquent  PDH units, except  that  under no 

circum stance shall a licensee be required to obtain m ore than 

the biennial renewal requirem ent .

(4.5 am ended May 12, 2010, P.L.192, No.25)

 

Com piler ’s Note: Sect ion 5 of Act  25 of 2010, which am ended sect ion 

4.5, provided that  a licensee shall begin to com ply with the cont inuing 

com petency requirem ents during the 2009-2111 biennial renewal 

cycle. The State Regist rat ion Board for Professional Engineers, Land 

Surveyors and Geologists m ay fi rst  deny renewal for the 2011-2013 

biennial renewal period to a licensee who has failed to com ply with 

the cont inuing com petency requirem ents for the 2009-2111 biennial 

renewal period. Sect ion 6 of Act  25 of 2010 that  the State Regist rat ion 

Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors and Geologists shall 

prom ulgate regulat ions necessary to im plem ent  Act  25 within 18 m onths 

of the effect ive date of sect ion 6.

Sect ion 5 . Exem pt ion from  Licensure and Regist rat ion.
Except  as specifi cally provided in this sect ion, this act  shall not  be 

const rued to require licensure and regist rat ion in the following cases:

(a)  The pract ice of engineering, land surveying or geology by 

any person who acts under the supervision of a professional 

engineer, professional land surveyor or geologist , respect ively, 

or by an em ploye of a person lawfully engaged in the pract ice of 

engineering, land surveying or geology and who, in either event , 

does not  assum e responsible charge of design or supervisions;

(b)  The pract ice of engineering, land surveying or geology, 

not  exceeding thir ty days in the aggregate in one calendar 

year, by a nonresident  not  having a place of business in this 

Com m onwealth, if such person is legally qualifi ed to engage in 

the pract ice of engineering, land surveying or geology in the 

state or terr itory of his residence:  Provided, That  standards of 

such state or terr itory are at  least  equal to the standards of this 

Com m onwealth;

(c)  The pract ice of engineering, land surveying or geology by 

offi cers and em ployes of the United States Governm ent  for the 

said governm ent ;

(d)  Except  as otherwise provided in subsect ion (g)  of this sect ion, 

the pract ice of engineering or land surveying by a regular 

em ploye of a public ut ilit y com pany, as defi ned by the Public 

Ut ilit y Code (66 Pa.C.S. § 101 et  seq.)  in connect ion with the 

facilit ies of such public ut ilit y, which are subject  to regulat ion by 

the Pennsylvania Public Ut ilit y Com m ission:  Provided, That  such 

public ut ilit y shall em ploy at  least  one professional engineer, 

as defi ned in this act , who shall be in responsible charge of 
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such ut ilit y ’s engineering work and shall em ploy at  least  one 

professional land surveyor, as defi ned in this act , who shall be in 

responsible charge of such ut ilit y ’s land surveying;

(e)  The pract ice of architecture by a duly registered architect , 

and the doing of such engineering work as is incidental to his 

architectural work;

( f )  The pract ice of engineering, land surveying or geology by any 

person or by any em ploye of any copartnership, associat ion 

or corporat ion upon property owned by such person or such 

copartnership, associat ion or corporat ion, unless such pract ice 

affects the public safety or health or the property of som e other 

person or ent ity.

(g)  The pract ice of engineering, land surveying or geology work 

by a m anufactur ing, m ining, com m unicat ions com m on carr ier, 

research and developm ent  or other indust r ial corporat ion or 

by em ployes of such corporat ion, provided such work is in 

connect ion with or incidental to products of, or non-engineering 

services rendered by, such corporat ion or its affi liates.

(h)  The running of lines or grades and layout  work on or within 

established property lim its, or from  established points outside 

the property lim its to or within such property lim its when 

perform ed by a cont ractor or hom e builder in conjunct ion with 

the const ruct ion, reconst ruct ion, alterat ion, m aintenance or 

dem olit ion of a st ructure or other facilit y.

( i)  The writ ing of deed descript ions.

( j )  The preparat ion of shop drawings or the perform ance of 

const ruct ion m anagem ent  services by persons custom arily 

engaged in const ruct ion work.

(k)  The pract ice of individuals providing geologic services to 

businesses engaged in the explorat ion or developm ent  of gas or 

oil.

(5 am ended Dec. 16, 1992, P.L.1151, No.151)

Sect ion 6 . Pract ice by Firm s and Corporat ions.

The pract ice of engineering, of land surveying and of geology being 

the funct ion of an individual or of individuals working in concerted 

effort , it  shall be unlawful for any fi rm  or corporat ion to engage in such 

pract ice, or to offer to pract ice, or to assum e use or advert ise any t it le 

or descript ion, including the use of the term  “engineer”  or “engineering”  

in its fi rm  or corporate nam e, conveying the im pression that  such fi rm  

or corporat ion is engaged in or is offer ing to pract ice such profession, 

unless the direct ing heads and em ployes of such fi rm  or corporat ion in 

responsible charge of its act ivit ies in the pract ice of such profession are 

licensed and registered in conform ity with the requirem ents of this act ,
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and whose nam e, seal and signature, along with the date of signature, 

shall be stam ped on all plans, specifi cat ions, plats and reports issued by 

such fi rm  or corporat ion.

(6 am ended May 12, 2010, P.L.192, No.25)

Com piler ’s Note: Sect ion 6 of Act  25 of 2010, which am ended sect ion 

6, provided that  the State Regist rat ion Board for Professional Engineers, 

Land Surveyors and Geologists shall prom ulgate regulat ions necessary 

to im plem ent  Act  25 within 18 m onths of the effect ive date of sect ion 6.

Sect ion 7 . Seal of Regist rants.
(a)  Each person, registered under this act , shall obtain a seal 

of a design authorized by the board which shall bear the 

regist rant ’s nam e and num ber and the legend “Registered 

Professional Engineer,”  “Registered Professional Land Surveyor”  

or “Registered Professional Geologist .”  Such seal, or a facsim ile 

im print  of sam e, shall be stam ped on all plans, specifi cat ions, 

plats and reports issued by a professional engineer, professional 

land surveyor or professional geologist .

(b)  I t  shall be unlawful for any person to use such seal during 

the period the license or regist rat ion of the holder thereof has 

been suspended or revoked, or to use a seal of any design not  

approved by the board.

(7 am ended Dec. 16, 1992, P.L.1151, No.151)

Sect ion 8 . Procedure for  the Suspension and Revocat ion of 
Licenses and Regist rat ions; Appeals.

Before the license of any licensee, or any regist rat ion, or any cert ifi cat ion 

is suspended or revoked by the board, a writ ten copy of the com plaint  

m ade shall be furnished to the licensee, regist rant , or person against  

whom  the sam e is directed, and an opportunity be afforded him  to be 

heard before the board personally and by counsel. At  least  ten days’ 

writ ten not ice of the t im e and place of such hearing shall be given the 

licensee, regist rant  or person by registered m ail addressed to the post  

offi ce address as shown on the biennial regist rat ion, or other record, or 

inform at ion in possession of the board.

(Par. am ended Dec. 17, 1959, P.L.1885, No.688)

(8 repealed in part  Apr. 28, 1978, P.L.202, No.53)

Sect ion 9 . Fees.
(a)  The fee for an applicant  for licensure as a professional engineer, 

professional land surveyor or professional geologist , including 

exam inat ion, and for exam inat ion or cert ifi cat ion, or both, as an 

engineer- in- t raining or a surveyor- in- t raining, shall be as fi xed 

by the board by regulat ion and shall be subject  to review in 

accordance with the act  of June 25, 1982 (P.L.633, No.181) , 

known as the “Regulatory Review Act .”  I f the revenues generated 

by fees, fi nes and civil penalt ies im posed in accordance with the 

provisions of this act  are not  suffi cient  to m atch expenditures 
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over a two-year period, the board shall increase those fees by 

regulat ion, subject  to review in accordance with the “Regulatory 

Review Act ,”  such that  the projected revenues will m eet  or 

exceed projected expenditures.

(b)  I f the Bureau of Professional and Occupat ional Affairs determ ines 

that  the fees established by the board are inadequate to m eet  

the m inim um  enforcem ent  efforts required, then the bureau, 

after consultat ion with the board, shall increase the fees by 

regulat ion, subject  to review in accordance with the “Regulatory 

Review Act ,”  such that  adequate revenues are raised to m eet  

the required enforcem ent  effort .

(c)  All persons now qualifi ed and engaged in the pract ice of 

engineering, land surveying and geology, or who shall hereafter 

be licensed by the board, shall register, biennially, with the board 

and pay the fee for each biennial regist rat ion. All fees collected 

under the provisions of this act  shall be received by the board 

and shall be paid into the Professional Licensure Augm entat ion 

Account .

(9 am ended Dec. 16, 1992, P.L.1151, No.151)

Sect ion 1 0 . Status of Exist ing Licensees and Regist rants 
Preserved.

Any person, licensed or legally authorized to pract ice as a professional 

engineer or professional land surveyor in this Com m onwealth at  the 

t im e this act  takes effect , shall thereafter cont inue to possess the sam e 

r ights and privileges with respect  to the pract ice of engineering or 

land surveying without  being required to be licensed anew under the 

provisions of this act . However, all act ions shall be subject  to the power 

of the board as provided in this act  to suspend or revoke the license of 

any such person for any of the causes set  forth in this act , and subject  to 

the power of the board to require any such person to register biennially 

with the board as provided in this act .

(10 am ended Dec. 19, 1990, P.L.782, No.192)

Sect ion 1 0 .1 . Tem porary and Autom at ic Suspensions.
(a)  A license issued under this act  m ay be tem porarily suspended 

under circum stances as determ ined by the board to be an 

im m ediate and clear danger to the public health and safety. 

The board shall issue an order to that  effect  without  a hearing, 

but  upon due not ice to the licensee concerned at  his or her 

last  known address, which shall include a writ ten statem ent  of 

all allegat ions against  the licensee. The board shall thereupon 

com m ence form al act ion to suspend, revoke or rest r ict  the 

license of the person concerned as otherwise provided for in 

this act . All act ions shall be taken prom pt ly and without  delay. 

Within thir ty days following the issuance of an order tem porarily 

suspending a license, the board shall conduct , or cause to be 

conducted, a prelim inary hearing to determ ine that  there is a 
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prim a facie case support ing the suspension. The licensee whose 

license has been tem porarily suspended m ay be present  at  the 

prelim inary hearing and m ay be represented by counsel, cross-

exam ine witnesses, inspect  physical evidence, call witnesses, 

offer evidence and test im ony and m ake a record of the 

proceedings. I f it  is determ ined that  there is not  a pr im a facie 

case, the suspended license shall be im m ediately restored. The 

tem porary suspension shall rem ain in effect  unt il vacated by the 

board, but  in no event  longer than one hundred eighty days.

(b)  A license issued under this act  shall autom at ically be suspended 

upon the legal com m itm ent  to an inst itut ion of a licensee 

because of m ental incom petency from  any cause upon fi ling with 

the board a cert ifi ed copy of such com m itm ent , convict ion of a 

felony under the act  of April 14, 1972 (P.L.233, No.64) , known 

as “The Cont rolled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosm et ic Act ,”  

or convict ion of an offense under the laws of another jur isdict ion, 

which, if com m it ted in Pennsylvania, would be a felony under 

“The Cont rolled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosm et ic Act .”  As 

used in this subsect ion, the term  “convict ion”  shall include a 

judgm ent , an adm ission of guilt  or a plea of nolo contendere. 

Autom at ic suspension under this subsect ion shall not  be stayed 

pending any appeal of a convict ion. Restorat ion of such license 

shall be m ade as hereinafter provided in the case of revocat ion 

or suspension of such license.

(c)  An at torney responsible for represent ing the Com m onwealth 

in disciplinary m at ters before the board shall not ify the board 

im m ediately upon receiving not ifi cat ion of an alleged violat ion of 

this act . The board shall m aintain current  records of all reports 

of alleged violat ions and periodically review the records for the 

purpose of determ ining that  each alleged violat ion has been 

resolved in a t im ely m anner.

(10.1 added Dec. 19, 1990, P.L.782, No.192)

Sect ion 1 0 .2 . Report ing of Mult iple Licensure.

Any licensee of this Com m onwealth who is also licensed to pract ice 

engineering, land surveying or geology in any other state, terr itory or 

count ry shall report  this inform at ion to the board on the biennial renewal 

applicat ion. Any disciplinary act ion taken in other states, terr itor ies 

or count r ies shall be reported to the board on the biennial renewal 

applicat ion or within ninety days of fi nal disposit ion, whichever is sooner. 

Mult iple licensure shall be noted by the board on the engineer ’s, land 

surveyor ’s or geologist ’s record, and each state, terr itory or count ry 

shall be not ifi ed by the board of any disciplinary act ion taken against  the 

licensee in this Com m onwealth.

(10.2 am ended Dec. 16, 1992, P.L.1151, No.151)
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Sect ion 1 1 . Penalt ies.
(a)  Whoever shall engage in the pract ice of engineering, the pract ice 

of land surveying or the pract ice of geology without  being 

licensed and registered as required by this act , or exem pted 

therefrom , as provided in this act , or shall present  or at tem pt  

to use, as his own, the license or cert ifi cate of regist rat ion of 

another, or shall give any false or forged evidence of any kind 

to the board, or to any m em ber thereof, in order to obtain a 

license or regist rat ion as a professional engineer, professional 

land surveyor or professional geologist  or a cert ifi cate as an 

engineer- in- t raining or surveyor- in- t raining, or shall use any 

expired, suspended or revoked cert ifi cate of regist rat ion, or shall 

otherwise violate the provisions of this act , shall be guilty of a 

sum m ary offense and upon convict ion thereof for a fi rst  offense, 

shall be sentenced to pay a fi ne not  exceeding one thousand 

dollars, or suffer im prisonm ent , not  exceeding three m onths, or 

both and for a second or subsequent  offense shall be guilty of a 

felony, and upon convict ion thereof, shall be sentenced to pay a 

fi ne of not  less than two thousand dollars but  not  m ore than fi ve 

thousand dollars or to im prisonm ent  for not  less than one year 

but  not  m ore than two years, or both.

(b)  I n addit ion to any other civil rem edy or cr im inal penalty 

provided for in this act , the board, by a vote of the m ajority 

of the m axim um  num ber of the authorized m em bership of the 

board as provided by law, or by a vote of the m ajority of the 

duly qualifi ed and confi rm ed m em bership or a m inim um  of six 

m em bers, whichever is greater, m ay levy a civil penalty of up 

to one thousand dollars on any current  licensee who violates 

any provision of this act  or on any person who pract ices the 

profession of an engineer, land surveyor or geologist  without  

being properly licensed to do so under this act . The board 

shall levy this penalty only after affording the accused party 

the opportunity for a hearing, as provided in Tit le 2 of the 

Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes ( relat ing to adm inist rat ive 

law and procedure) .

(c)  All fi nes and civil penalt ies im posed in accordance with this 

sect ion shall be paid into the Professional Licensure Augm entat ion 

Account .

(11 am ended Dec. 16, 1992, P.L.1151, No.151)

Com piler ’s Note: Sect ion 3 of Act  25 of 2009, which am ended sect ion 

5 of the act  of July 2, 1993 (P.L.345, No.49) , provided that  sect ion 11(b)  

is repealed insofar as it  is inconsistent  with the am endm ent  of sect ion 5.

Sect ion 1 1 .1 . I njunct ion Against  Unlaw ful Pract ice.
I t  shall be unlawful for any person to pract ice, or at tem pt  to offer to 

pract ice, engineering, land surveying or geology, as defi ned in this act , 

without  having at  the t im e of so doing a valid, unexpired, unrevoked 



29

and unsuspended license issued under this act . The unlawful pract ice of 

engineering, land surveying or geology, as defi ned in this act , m ay be 

enjoined by the courts on pet it ion of the board or the Com m issioner of 

Professional and Occupat ional Affairs. I n any such proceeding, it  shall 

not  be necessary to show that  any person is individually injured by the 

act ions com plained of. I f the respondent  is found guilty of the unlawful 

pract ice of engineering, land surveying or geology, the court  shall enjoin 

him  from  so pract icing unless and unt il he has been duly licensed. 

Procedure in such cases shall be the sam e as in any other injunct ion 

suit . The rem edy by injunct ion hereby given is in addit ion to any other 

civil or cr im inal prosecut ion and punishm ent .

(11.1 am ended Dec. 16, 1992, P.L.1151, No.151)

Sect ion 1 1 .2 . I nvest igat ive Subpoena.
The board shall have the authority to issue subpoenas, upon applicat ion 

of an at torney responsible for represent ing the Com m onwealth in 

disciplinary m at ters before the board, for the purpose of invest igat ing 

alleged violat ions of the disciplinary provisions adm inistered by the 

board. The board shall have the power to subpoena witnesses, to 

adm inister oaths, to exam ine witnesses and to take such test im ony or 

com pel the product ion of such books, records, papers and docum ents as 

it  m ay deem  necessary or proper in, and pert inent  to, any proceeding, 

invest igat ion or hearing held or had by it .  Client  records m ay not  be 

subpoenaed without  consent  of the client  or without  order of a court  

of com petent  jur isdict ion on a showing that  the records are reasonably 

necessary for the conduct  of the invest igat ion. The court  m ay im pose 

such lim itat ions on the scope of the subpoenas as are necessary to 

prevent  unnecessary int rusion in client  confi dent ial inform at ion. The 

board is authorized to apply to the Com m onwealth Court  to enforce its 

subpoenas.

(11.2 added Dec. 19, 1990, P.L.782, No.192)

Sect ion 1 2 . Repeal.
The act  approved the sixth day of May, one thousand nine hundred and 

twenty-seven (Pam phlet  Laws, eight  hundred twenty) , is hereby repealed, 

except  that  said act  shall not  be repealed in so far as applicat ions for 

licensure shall be m ade thereunder by honorably discharged m em bers 

of the arm ed forces of the United States, and for such purposes the said 

act  shall rem ain in full force and effect  unt il two years after proclam at ion 

by the President  of the United States that  host ilit ies in all wars in which 

the United States is now engaged have ceased.

Sect ion 1 3 . Effect ive Date.
This act  shall becom e effect ive June thir t ieth, one thousand nine hundred 

and forty-six.
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APPENDI X

Supplem entary Provisions of Am endatory Statutes 

1 9 8 3 , DECEMBER 2 2 , P.L.3 4 8 , NO.8 7
Sect ion 5 .
This act  reestablishes the State Regist rat ion Board for Professional 

Engineers in accordance with the procedures set  forth in sect ion 7(a)  of 

the act  of Decem ber 22, 1981 (P.L.508, No.142) , known as the Sunset  

Act .

Com piler ’s Note:  Act  87 added or am ended sect ions 4, 4.1. 9, 10 and 

11 of Act  367.

Sect ion 6 .
The present ly confi rm ed m em bers of the State Regist rat ion Board for 

Professional Engineers const ituted under sect ion 425 of the act  of April 

9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175) , known as The Adm inist rat ive Code of 1929, 

as of Decem ber 31, 1983, shall cont inue to serve as board m em bers 

unt il their  present  term s of offi ce expire.     

Sect ion 7 .
Each rule and regulat ion of the board in effect  on Decem ber 31, 1983, 

shall rem ain in effect  after such date unt il repealed or am ended by the 

board.
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